NEW  OFFICERS  -  Matt  Buckles  (center),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  hes  been 
selected  by  members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  to  serve  as  president 
of  the  board  for  the  coming  year.  Serving  with  Buckles  will  be  Mark  Vincent  (right),  pastor 
of  Cierka  Venable  Church,  Decatur,  as  first  vice-president,  and  Rex  Yancey,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Ripley,  as  secretary.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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New  Testament 
or  Newsweek? 


FT^he  major  festival*  of  the  Qiriatian 
I  year  often  prompt  mgjor  cover 
X  atoriea  in  the  nation  *  weekly 
news  magazines.  Time,  Newsweek, 
and  USNewak  Worid  Report  an 
regularly  featured  major  articles  timed 
for  Christmaa  and  Easter.  The  days 
of  these  cover  articles  may  toon  be 
over,  however,  since  US  Newt  k  World 


Guest  opinion 

with  R.  Albert  Metier  Jr. 


was  not  well  versed  in  the  niceties  of 
Coptic  grammar  and  so  was  unable  to 
cover  up  the  traces  of  his  own  deceit.' 

A  close  look  at  that  statement  re¬ 
veals  a  strong  critique  of  King  who, 
according  to  Ehrman’s  logic,  should 


No  better 
Christmas  presen 


Newsweek  have  instead  featured  essays  a  fr.gm, 

"rtoen  „  ,  turea  by  an  amal 

Timed  for  this  Christmaa,  Newsweek  Ehrman  cites  t 
just  released  acover  «saybyBart  D'  ever,  to  otder  to  i 
fehrman,  who  u  weU-toown  for  hu  there  were  hundr 

belief  that  the  New  Testament  is  largely  about  JeWM  flo*t 
historical  fiction.  *Who  is  Jesus?'  is  the  f-Vc.nWnes  t 
question  on  the  coyer  "The  Myths  of  and  that  much  of 

thinktheyknow 

Newsweek  s  agenda  is  clear,  Mia  it  actually  oot  to  be 
hudioseo  to  feature  a  coyer  artide  Testament.  He  ri 
denying  the  historical  basis  of  Christmas  tiana  around  the 
as  one  of  its  last  print  editions. 

Ehrman  begins,  predictably,  by 
reviewing  the  controversy  concerning 
the  so-called  Gospel  of  Jesus'  Wife  that 
emerged  earlier  this  year  when  Karen 
King  of  Harvard  University  claimed  a 
tiny  papyrus  fragment  to  be  a  monu¬ 
mental  discovery.  Even  as  she  insisted 
that  the  fragment  did  not  prove  in  any 
sense  that  Jesus  had  a  wife,  she  fueled 


warm  barn  —  but  the  birds  could 
not  comprehend  what  the  kind 
farmer  had  done  for  them.  None 
of  them  moved. 

The  farmer  got  in  front  of  them 
and  tried  to  lewd  them  into  the 
barn,  bat  they  didn't  follow.  He 
got  behind  them  and  tried  to  shoo 
them  into  the  barn,  but  they  only 
scattered.  He  shouted  at  them 
and  waved  his  arms,  but  that  only 
made  matters  worse. 

Nothing  seemed  to  help,  but 
then  be  had  an  idea.  He  raced 
back  to  the  barn  and  turned  on 
the  large,  bright  light  inside. 
Within  a  few  seconds,  a  couple  of 
the  birds  found  their  way  to  the 
light  and  the  safety  of  the  barn. 


annals  of  Mississippi  Baptist  life, 
and  life  in  general.  Events  have 
transpired  in  2012  that  we  could 
not  have  possibly  anticipated  in 
the  last  few  days  of  20ti. 

Who  could  have  known  that 
the  nation  would  be  mourning  the 
unimaginable  loss  of  20  young 
children  and  seven  adults  at  the 
hands  of  a  disturbed  mass  mur¬ 
derer,  just  days  before  Christmas? 

Ufenss  many  ways  of  surpris¬ 
ing  us,  and  shocking  us.  it  seem* 
appropriate  to  be  celebrating  the 


but  is  either  a  modern  myth  or  based  on 
Goepel  accounts  from  outside  the  sacred 
bounds  of  Christian  Scripture.' 

That  is  profoundly  true,  of  course. 
The  New  Testament  tells  us  that  Jesus 
was  born  in  unusual  circumstances  an d 
placed  in  a  manger  because  'there  was 

■  ■  ■i.  . -  -  _ _ .  no  room  in  the  mn.'  There  is  no  inn- 

ferred  to  the  fragment  as.  The  Goepel  keeper  to  ti*  New  Testament,  however 

°f  Huiu.r.iiL  Mnwt.  ’n*ere  “  “>  record  Of  the  number  of  the 

Seyond  tSeae  rather  familiar  mat- 
-  tera,  Ehrman  also  points  to  a  host  of 

tn  thhA?h„  daim*  ,bout  M«y-  Joseph.  *nd 


Within  a  few  minutes,  more  of  the 
birds  had  reached  shelter. 

To  the  farmer’s  dismay,  how¬ 
ever,  the  remainder  of  the  flock 
stayed  right  where  they  were. 
Trusting  their  own  instincts  in 
the  midst  of  grave  danger,  they 
shunned  the  life-saving  light  in 
the  barn  until  it  was  too  late. 

They  died  an  agonising  death  in 
the  snow. 

So  it  U  with  God  and  His  plana 
for  us.  In  the  midst  of  our  earthly  .. 
travails.  He  opened  wide  the 


the  world  even  today  so  desper¬ 
ately  yearns. 

Thu*  it  la  supremely  sad  that 
the  answer  to  that  yearning  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  rejected  in  modern 
times  as  it  was  two  millennia  ago, 
for  He  is  as  willing  today  as  ever 
to  help  us^Rev.  3:20).  We  need 

seek  to 


Instead,  we  stnbboi 

find  our  own  way.  To  a - 

Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior  la 
to  submit  to  His  will  for  our  lives, 
and  we  don’t  want  to  even  think 
about  that.  We  want  what  we 
want,  and  we  want  it  now.  Wheth¬ 
er  it’s  a  second  ice  cream  cone  or 
the  destruction  of  human  Hfe  in 
the  womb,  we  want  everything 
our  way.  Too  often,  we  believe 
ourselves  to  be  in  chaige  of  our 
own  destiny. 

No  wonder  the  human  race  is 
in  such  a  mesa.  As  earthly  parents 
age-apt  to  do  on  a  frequent  baaia, 
our  Heavenly  Filler  has  every 
right  to  aak,  "Didn't  1  tell  you  the 
right  way  to  do  this?  Didn't  I  abov 
you  the  way?  Why  won't  you  listei 
to  me?” 

The  story  is  told  of  a  fanner 
who  looked  outside  hit  bedroom 
window  one  bitterK  cold  evening 
and  spied  a  flock  of  disoriented 
birds  in  his  jrmid,  dying  in  the 
huge  winter  atorm  that  was  blow- 


doors  of  heaven,  but  we  didn’t 
rash  in.  He  tried  to  lead  ua,  but 
we  didn't  follow.  Somehow,  we 
miaaed  all  the  signals  of  his  con¬ 
cern  for  ua  until  He  turned  on  the 
Light  (John  8:12). 

Chnstians  have  teen  that  light, 
and  have  been  saved.  Many  more 
people  have  not  teen  that  Light, 
though,  and  win  die  an  agonizing 
eternal  death,  frozen  in  place  and 
not  understanding  the  meaning  of 
the  light  offered  to  them  by  God. 

Can  you  think  of  a  better  pres- 
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of  the  Light.  Leadir 

2 

J^lfl^oLl^it^at 

i*  v 

rhat'  o”**1 

Lord  and  Savior  ha 

1  asked  ua 
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Miss.  Baptists  on  scene  of  school  shooting 


NEWTOWN.  Conn.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Three  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  have  arrived 
in  the  Newtown,  Ct.,  area  to 
minister  on  a  chaplaincy  basis 
in  response  to  the  mass  shoot¬ 
ing  Dec.  u  at  Sandy  Hook  El¬ 
ementary  School  that  claimed 
the  lives  of  20  children  and  six 
adults,  as  well  as  the  shooter’s 
mother  at  her  nearby  residence. 

John  Temple,  pastor  of  Pop¬ 
lar  Springs  Drive  Church  in  Me¬ 
ridian;  Kay  Cassibry,  member 
of  Morrison  Heights  Church, 
Clinton,  and  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union  (WMU); 
and  Donna  Swarts,  member  of 
Goodwater  Church  in  Magee, 
and  former  Mississippi  WMU 
president,  flew  into  Hart  lord 
(Ct.)  and  were  on  the  grow  d  in 
Newtown  on  Monday  mon  jng. 

A  request  for  assistant  was 
made  to  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  th  ough 
the  disaster  relief  office  >f  the 
North  American  Mission  Qoard 
(NAMB)  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  Alp)  aretta. 
Gs.  NAMB  had  receive  1  a  re¬ 
quest  for  assistance  froo  Con¬ 
necticut  Baptists. 

Contacted  via  cell  one  on 
the  afternoon  of  Dec.  -  7,  Cas¬ 
sibry  said  Southbury  t'uurch,  a 
Southern  Baptist  chui  :h  about 
15  miles  from  the  see  le  of  the 
shooting,  is  serving  os  a  com¬ 
mand  post  for  the  baptist  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  tragedy 

“We're  working  with  lo¬ 
cal  Baptists  on  immediate  and 
long-term  responses  to  the 
needs  of  the  people  here.  John 
Temple  is  working  on  the  plans 
for  first  responders.  Donna 
Swarts  is  on  the  children's  strat¬ 
egy  team.  She  and  I  are  both  on 
the  women's  team,  and  since  I 
am  a  fi  rmer  first  grade  teacher, 
I  was  placed  on  the  team  that 
will  be  drawing  up  plans  for  the 
teachers.* 

Temple  is  a  chaplain  for  the 
Lauderdale  County  Sheriff's 
Office.  Swarts  is  a  child  care 
who  administers  the 
I  care  program  for  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
Task  Force. 

Local  school  officials  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  move  the  San¬ 
dy  Hook  students  to  an  unused 
school  nearby  on  Tuesday.  Cas¬ 
sibry  said  the  chaplaincy  teams 
were  scrambling  to  meet  that 
need  and  other  requests  that 
have  been  streaming  in  to  the 
teams. 

Cassibry  also  said  sympathy 
canls  and  notes  of  condolence 
can  be  sent  to  Sandy  Hook 
Elementary  School,  39  Main 
Strict,  Newtown,  CT  06470. 

local  churches 
reach  out 

Bryan  Sims,  pastor  of  South¬ 
bury  Church,  said  hours  after 
the  tragedy  he  was  contacting 
church  members  to  see  if  any  of 
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them  were  directly  impacted. 

A  resident  from  the  Newtown 
area  has  been  visiting  South¬ 
bury  Church  for  a  few  months, 
Sims  said. 

"We’re  all  very  grieved,  ddi- 
rutefrr  praying  tor  thoae  who 

are  going  through  that  down  in 
Newtown.  It’s  such  a  tragedy. 
It's  one  thing  when  it's  adults, 
but  when  it's  little  children  be¬ 
ing  killed,  it's  hist  hard  to  fath¬ 
om,*  Sims  said. 

"I've  emailed  everybody  in 
the  church  and  put  it  on  our 
church  Facebook  page  that... 
I’m  here  to  talk,  pray  if  anybody 
needs  to.  Em  fond  of  gauging 
the  response  right  now.  I'm  not 
sure  if  people  want  to  r  .me  to 
the  church  or  if  they  want  to  be 
with  their  families  right  now." 

ltamar  Maciel,  interim  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Spanish-language¬ 
speaking  All  Nations  Church,  a 
Southern  Baptist  plant  in  near¬ 
by  Danbury,  said  his  church 
sponsored  a  community  f  ayer 
meeting  on  Saturday  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  tragedy.  He  said 
the  children  of  his 
ber»  are  likely  enrolled  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools  in  Danbury,  rather 
than  Sandy  Hook  Elementary 
School. 

Sims  said  Southbury  Church 
could  itself  use  prayer  to  know 
the  best  way  to  respond  to  the 
tragedy.  "We're  just  here  to 
reach  out  to  anybody  we  can," 
Sims  said. 

Mark  Angeroaa,  interim  di¬ 
rector  of  missions  for  the  West¬ 
ern  Connecticut  Baptist  Associ¬ 
ation  in  Harwinton,  said  be  will 
work  across  denominational 
lines  to  access  the  need  for  as¬ 
sistance,  even  as  the  association 
to  still  responding  to  Connecti¬ 


cut's  damage  from  October's 
Hurricane  Sandy. 

"It's  still  veiy  early  to  tell," 
igerosa  said.  "There  are 


y  large  churches  in 
In  the  evangelical 


Angerosa 
some...  very 
that  area.  L 
community  in  Connecticut,  wc 
tend  to  worf  across  denomina¬ 
tional  lines  where  it's  helpful, 
and  well  certainly  see  if  we  can 
get  on  board  with  anything  they 
are  doing  in  that  area  already. 

Angeroaa  said  any  outreach 
could  be  an  extension  of  disas¬ 
ter  relief  already  underway  in 
laapome  to  Sandy.  "We've  just 
had  some  people  in  our  associa¬ 
tion  trained  for  disaster  relief, 
through  the  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  of  New  -England,  and  we're 
gearing  ourselves  up  to  assist 
with  the  recovery  from  Hur¬ 
ricane  Sandy,  which  to  still  a 
great  need  in  Connecticut,  New 
York,  and  New  Jersey,  so  it  to 
very  possible  that  we  could  take 
some  with  chaplaincy  train¬ 
ing  and  make  them  available  to 
those  in  Newtown  if  they  have 
need  of  such.  It’s  been  a  very 
difficult  few  months  with  the 
hurricane  and  now  this  tragedy 
is  just  devastating." 

'It  hits  home' 

Lisa  Siedlecki,  director  of 
communications  for  the  megs 
five-campus  Walnut  Hill  (non- 
denominational)  Commu¬ 
nity  Church,  said  many  of  the 
families  in  Newtown  attend 
Walnut  Hill's  Danbury  cam¬ 
pus.  The  church  had  just  held 
an  emergency  planning  meet¬ 
ing  in  response  to  the  fragedv 
when  Baptist  Press  spoke  with 
Siedlecki. 

"It  hits  home  here.  We  have 
families  there!  but  our  fami¬ 


lies  are,  I  think  right  now,  all 
accounted  for,  which  is  good" 
Siedlecki  said  through  tears. 
There  are  a  few  we  haven't 
heard  about  so  we  have  pastors 
out  there  now.  We've  had  pas¬ 
tors  there  since  early  this  morn¬ 
ing.  We've  got  a  team  there  now 
ministering  to  the  families.' 

Walnut  Hill  Church  cancelled 
Friday's  Christinas  musical  to 
bold  instead  a  prayer  service, 
she  said.  "We  are  opening  our 
doors  up  to  the  community  for 
prayer  [Friday!  tonight.  We've 
also  got  pastors  mobilized  in 
our  prayer  room  and  chapel  for 
people  who ...  need  to  come  and 
be  prayed  for.  We've  engaged 
the  counselors  we  work  with,  at 
a  Christian  counseling  center  in 
Danbury,  which  is  land  of  our 
hub  town  in  our  region." 

"What  I  can  tell  you  is...  ev¬ 
erybody  is  just  devastated  to 
the  core,"  she  said.  “The  people 
who  live  in  Newtown  come  to 
our  main  campus  that's  been 
there  for  30  years.  Everybody's 
wrecked...  We  can't  begin  to 
even  predict  what  the  long-term 
effect  to  going  to  be." 

Motive  unknown 

Former  Sandy  Hook  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  student  Adam 
Lanza,  20,  has  been  identified 
by  police  officials  as  the  shoot¬ 
er.  His  motive  for  the  massacre 
is  still  unknown.  Early  reports 
from  officials  indicated  he  had 
been  diagnosed  early  in  life 
with  Asperger's  Syndrome. 

According  to  a  National  In¬ 
stitutes  of  Health  fact  sheet,  As¬ 
perger's  Syndrome  is  an  autism 
spectrum  disorder,  one  of  a 
distinct  group  of  complex  neu¬ 
rodevelopment  disorders  char¬ 


acterized  by  social  impairment, 
communication  difficulties,  and 
restrictive,  repetitive,  and  ste¬ 
reotyped  patterns  of  behavior. 

"Tnere  really  is  no  clear  asso¬ 
ciation  between  Asperger’s  and 
violent  behavior,''  psycholo¬ 
gist  Elizabeth  Laugeson,  an  as¬ 
sistant  clinical  professor  at  die 
University  of  California,  Los 
Angeles,  told  USA  Today  after 
the  mass  shooting. 

Settling  in 
for  k 

Angerosa 
tinue  to  contact  churches  in  the 
area  to  access  how  Southern 
Baptists  can  respond.  "There's 
going  to  be  an  awful  lot  of  per¬ 
sonnel  there,  both  Christian 
and  secular,  so  the  important 
tiling  I  think  is  being  able  to 
find  out  what  exactly  the  needs 
are,"  he  said. 

"Right  now,  they're  in  shock 
and  the  initial  grieving  process 
to  going  to  be  huge.  It's  going 
to  oe  community-wide.  Until 
we  connect  with  some  of  the 
churches  there  and  find  out 
what  their  needs  are,  it's  hard 
to  know  exactly  what  we  can  da 

"I  have  found  oftentimes 
people  want  to  go  immediately 
when  they  hear  that  there  is  a 
problem  or  tragedy  or  disaster, 
but  sometimes  it's  good  to  take 
a  step  back,  try  to  make  con¬ 
nections  with  people,  and  get  4 
good  feel  for  what's  really  hap¬ 
pening  before  just  rushing  in. 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr.,  edi¬ 
tor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  and 
Tony  Martin,  associate  editor, 
contributed  to  this  article 
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Living  in  a  world  that  seems  to  be  in 
so  many  different  ways  headed  in 
hie  wrong  direction,  you  would  hope 

that  Oiristmas  time  would  be  a  great  time 
for  things  to  turn  around.  FVk  out  what¬ 
ever  dimension  crfsociety  that  you  want  to 


they  can  spend  their  way  into  prosperity. 
Lppopythat  is  impossible  and  in  reality  it 
brings  home  poverty. 

We  cannot  continue  personally  on  a 

road  of  hie  that  simply  demands  instanta¬ 
neous  personal  gratification  for  whatever 

we  want  In  time,  we  will  overrun  our  debt 
hmits  and  the  debt  coupled  with  the  inter¬ 
est  to  be  paid  begins  to  exact ' 
not  only  of  money  but  of  life 
about  the  first  Christmas  anc 


ithink 


with  and 
be  great  i 


Christmas  Turn  Around 


people  But  they  were  poor  people  who 
wereable  to  see  what  was  really  important 
and  they  came  and  found  Mary,  Joseph 
and  the  Babe  lying  in  a  nufeger.  They 
found  God  s  Son.  They  found  the  greatest 


hi -■  and  that  is  a  relationship  with  God  and  oth- 

Sggf  ggsaS? 

$»:£5=3£iS»,  EsSiSSS&iZ 
~£iS££iSEEE?  5SC^«!S!5ESE£“‘ 

Paul  is  talking  about  hov^rvants^^h,  ’ 

oringthim^du£TSrtrfA«^*'  to  “SU"*®*  *mvs  all  of  us  have 
youwanS  responsibilities  in  serving  others.  This  is 

^thmen-h^  nfl^Ti  'That  ,P«ul  said.  That  they  may  adorn  the 

£5533585 

gasss-g.  s3S“3 3=i- 


^  "S*"1*  It  may  bejfgift  toatotal 

dmmaaed  foe  whole  riea  and  said  that  be  participating  in  thell 

»ome_  people  shouldnot  get ao  concerned  inatiwlZmSSSr 


some  people  should  oot  get  so  concerned 
about  the  name  of  Christ  being  taken  out  of 
tnT<!5l?kr5*0P**.  though  that  would  actu¬ 
ary  affect  their  faith.  He  was  very  evasive 
^tfw  hobcfayp^. ,  th^i^ 
sdf  that  if  aname  a  not  important,  would  it 

make  any  difference  if  his  name  was  taken 
That  is.  different 

all  together,  but  it  is  true  that  nanus 
do  mean  something.  Theholidiystason 
ft,doe» *pm* vofumes 

mat  He,  who  was  not  bora  in  the  inn  be- 

KSSSSStiSttfeC 

as  it  may,  let  me  speak  to  your  heart  and 


”V^to^"r*tionJ«s“c«™etogive 
“iWhattf  at  this  Christinas  Season,  aD  of 
God  s  people  were  prone  to  stop  and  thank 

Hun  for  wmat  He  has  done  for  us,  and 
men  *re  would  turn  around  and  Bve  out 

what  He  has  brought  to  ItwouldJn 

acti  add  beauty  fa  beauty,  h  would  adorn 
me  doctrine  of  God,  our  Savior.  Let  this 
Uinstmaa  be  a  turn  around  event  in  your 
J*imd to  each  and  even  one  of  you.  Merry 
Cjnstmas  and  glory  to  God,  who  made  it 


Submission  Guidelines 


*DO«phs  am  »»A»ect  to  cropping.  Photographs  must 
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rtem*  and/°f  Photographs  depicting  benefits 
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*'**’•  that  am  not  dat»eenaitive  writ  be  pub- 


Photographt  of  special  events  that  take  place  in 
cooperating  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

News  submitted  lor  publication  in  The  Barest 
Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  neatly 
printed  on  8  1/2  by  Tl-inch  paper,  or  (c)  neatly 

printed  on  standardized  forme  provided  by  ihe 

newspaper  All  articles  must  be  received  in  writing; 

no  artidea  vv«  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to  the 
address  below,  and  must  be  contained  in  the  moa 
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Miss.  Baptist  churches  eligible 
for  utilities  sales  tax  exemption 


itist  Record  on 
Dec.  27 


ERLC,  others  oppose  advancement  of 
legislation  to  legalize  online  gambling 


Mm.,  phont  601-yyMS17. _  OP 

QATUNBUM  RENTALS:  CM*  MMl  !2J 

and  Condo  STOMa  Confect.  932  922  0401  STJ 
or  E-nwl  p*»4780OMLntt  tor  IntonmlMi  rap 


I  am  l In  liiilil  ol  llu  ««ifiy. 
ir  Inllnns  nu  n ill  nor  milk 


mi  ihirkiHii  Inil  uill  lum  llu 
li^lil  nl  I  ill-.  ’  John  S :  1 2 1 

siinpli  stulri  llu  lulloMinu  prayer 
mill  (.ml  In  \<iiir  mill  norili: 

1.  I  uni.  I  jilinil  that  I  mill  ><>11^ 

1 1  li.it  t-  si ii iii'il  / 

2.  I  Maul  fiiriii'ciu'ss  lor  m>  sifis 

*  anil  Iriiiloni  Irnili  ili'i'iial 
ill  alii  I  i  cpcnl.i 
I  luliii i  JiMis  dull  and  rosv 
I  mm  llu  aryic  in  liirui'c m.'  'im 
allll  In  n  sloTi  mi  riJaliiilisIlip 
uiili  i  mi.  *  I*  lii'liri  i'  in  .Ii-mis.i 
4.  Iti -faith.  I  in  i  ill  li'iis  I  hrisl 
into  in'  lilr.  I  mm  lliis  I  inn  mi. 
i  a n I  to  tin  ill  a  lm  ini:  relationship  ’ 
mill  Him.  I  rnt  iii  t  lirisi  as 
nu  s.nior  anil  I  oril.i 


i  in  in  i  min  i  lulilri  n  ol  (.ml .  i 
ilin  lulii  'i  in  hi'  ii.niii  a  loin 
i  derision  fin  <  In  isi  linlai .  cm 
lanli'l  i  Inn  ill  fix  spiritual  uui 


to  block  credit  card  and  other 
payments  to  online  wagering 
businesses,  which  primarily  are 
located  overseas. 


P»W  Internet  gambling  on  pok-  ment  of  the  U.S.  Justice  Depart 
er.  They  have  yet  to  introduce  the  ment  at  the  time,  argued  a  196 1 
proposal,  but  opponents  are  con-  law  that  prohibited  wagering 
cerned  Reid  may  attach  it  to  must-  over  telephone  wires  also  barred 
pass  legislation  that  would  receive  Internet  wagering, 
a  vote 'before  the  lame-duck  aea-  Proponents  of  online  gam¬ 
mon  doses  at  the  end  of  the  year.  bting  gained  impetus  for  their 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convert-  efforts  when  a  late  2011  opinion 
tron’s  Ethics  *  Religious  Liberty  by  the  U.S.  Justice  Department 
rnmmwainn  (ERLC) "steadfastly  contended  the  2006  law  applies 
opposes  your  efforts.'  the  entitys  only  to  sports  betting  Georgia 
presui-  nL  Richard  Land,  told  Kyi  and  Illinois  are  now  selling  ta¬ 
in*  Dec.  5  letter  tery  draw  tickets  on  the  Internet. 


ad  of  gam 
Journal. 
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DO«S*Y  CHURCH.  MOOREVILLE.  held  a  baby  dedication 

Oct  7.  Shown  ara  Cohan.  Ed,  Britni,  Charlie,  and  EllieYork. 


The  Food- Fun-Fellowship  group  of  QOU  CHURCH,  COLUMBIA,  rode  the  Marion  Counh 
train  from  the  Expo  Center  In  Columbia  Oct  9.  Mark  McArthur,  pastor.  ' 


pastor  Terry 


non,  and 
Lynwood 
Sheckel- 


PLEASANT  HILL  CHURCH.  TIPPAH  COUNTY,  youth  presented  their  Christmas  program 

Dec.  9. 


TheTeam  Kid  dub  of  SKENE  CHURCH.  SKENE,  visited  the 

T*"*  tKKT'*  2  to  sing  Christmas  carols  and 
distribute  gifts  to  the  residents. 


MT.  OLIVE 

CHURCH, 

RIPLEY. 

honored 
veterans 
Nov.  It. 
Shown  are 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  OXFORD,  ordained  Kevin  Kilcrease 
to  the  gospel  ministry  Dec.  2.  Shown,  from  left,  are  Corie 
Kilcrease,  Kilcrease,  and  David  Ard. 


CONCORD 
CHURCH. 
BENTON- 
TIPPAH 
ASSOCIA¬ 
TION,  honored 
the  church's 
veterans  Nov. 

10.  Shown, 
from  left,  are 
Lvle  Bullock,  T.C. 
Mauney,  Ricky 
Jordan,  Darryl 
Crawford,  Jerry 
Mauney,  and 
Larry  Gailor. 


Just  for  the  Record 

in  other  Church  News: 

>  Park  Haven  Church,  Laurel  is  hosting  a  New  Year's  Eve  sing 
with  Plainway  Church  and  Centerpoint  Christian  Church  from  7  - 
10  p.m.  Hearts  of  Desire  and  other  guest  singers  performing. 
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OLD  MCE  ROAD  CHURCH,  Madison,  has  callad  Jamas 
•*  minister  of  students  and  college.  Davis  was  raised 
m  Brandon  and  graduated  from  Mississippi  College  in  2009 
with  a  degree  in  Christian  Studies.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife 
JoAnna  and  daughter,  Abigail  Grace. 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  PETAL, 
has  called  William  (Bill)  Burk 
of  Estill  Springs,  Tenn,  as  their 
Plastor.  Burk  is  coming  to  Cal¬ 
vary  from  Cross  Ror  js  Baptist 
Church  in  Estill  Springs,  hav¬ 
ing  pastored  in  that  church  for 
three  years.  He  was  called  to 
the  ministry  in  1997  and  has 
also  served  as  Senior  Pastor  at 
Midway  Churtit  in  Baxley.Ga. 
and  at  Pine  Cliff  Baptist  Church 
in  Camilla,  Ga.  He  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Luther  Rice  University, 
receiving  a  Master  of  Arts  in 
Biblical  Studies  in  2007  and  a 
Master  of  Divinity  in  2009.  He 
also  attended  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  is  married  to  the 
former  Deborah  Shoemaka  of 
Runnelstown.The  Burks  have 
4  children;  James,  Amy,  Emily 
and  Daniel.  Shown,  from  top 
right  clockwise,  are  Burk,  Amy, 
Daniel,  and  Emily;  Debbie, 


larpens  ird'n,  so  one  man 
another.  Proverbs  27: 1  7 


College  News 


Tommy  King,  president  of  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY,  is  shown  tellino  the  Chritm.. 
SiTOnS felk£!!*  "8S ZZZ'eZS!?’*  to  l*#d  •  candlelight  proces- 


This  Heps 

■M  lafilsi  Owrc* 
SllklliiM 


In  other  College  News: 


•  HID  SOUTH 

MEW  5  BIBLE  CONFERENCE 


WILUAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY'S  Wendy  Hogue,  head 
softball  coach.  Anna-lauren  Fontenot  of  Waynesboro  a 
senior  softball  player, Tommy  King,  president  of  WCU  Alex 
Lahaeky  of  Overland  Park,  Kan.,  a  senior  baseball  player 
•ndL®°?bv  ^afford,  head  baseball  coach,  are  shown  before 
the  Halbrook  Awards  Luncheon  held  at  the  Hattiesburg 
LakeTerrace  Convention  Center  on  October  2.  Fontenot  and 
Lahaaky  were  recognized  for  receiving  David  M.  Halbrook 
Awards  during  the  luncheon,  which  was  part  of  the  79th 

Awoctollon  cf  Colleges  and  Universities 
(MAC)  Conference  hosted  by  WCU  October  1-2. 


►  Mississippi  CoAtot  will  hmt 
the  Youth  RangdMn  Challenge 
yonaored  by  the  Mfeafesippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  on  Thursday  De¬ 
cember  27  and  Friday,  December  28. 
Worship  wiD  be  led  by  Bethany  Barr 
Phillips,  and  conference  speakers  win 
be  Gary  Permenter  and  Bryant  Bush. 
Pre-registration  coat  for  the  event  is 
$10  per  person.  Registrations  after 
December  14th  and  walk-up  regis¬ 
trations  at  the  conference  will  be  $15 
per  person  The  registration  form  as 
wa'  as  additional  information  can  be 
found  at  www.mbcb.org  or  by  con¬ 
tacting  the  Evangelism  Department 
at  (601)  292-3278. 


►  Mississippi  College's  academic 

programs  received  the  approval  of  one 
of  the  nation's  premier  accreditation 
“fancies  At  a  conference  in  Dallas 
Dec.  12,  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Universities  reaffirmed 
MC  programs  as  part  of  a  lengthy 
review  occurring  on  campuses  in  thr¬ 
u-state  region  every  ten  years. 


f 


MOHLER 

com  from  p  2 

to  ‘legends  and  fabrications" 
that  are  rightly  recognized  as 
implausible  and  untrue. 

Ehrman  then  turns  to 
press  his  case  on  the  New 
Testament  itself,  however. 
After  reviewing  a  number  of 
traditions  and  non-biblical 
accounts,  he  asks:  ‘Are  the 
stories  about  Jesus'  birth  that 
ar:  in  the  New  Testament  any 
less  unbelievable?*  He  then 
says  that  the  answer  to  that 
question  ‘depends  on  whom 
you  ask.’  To  leave  no  doubt, 
Ehrman  answers  the  question 
directly  in  his  essay,  the 
New  Testament  writings 
“are  not  historically  reliable 
descriptions  of  what  really 
happened  when  Jesus  was 
born,*  he  asserts. 

Ehrman  juxtaposes  those 
who  are  ‘interested  in  af¬ 
firming  the  narratives  of 
Scripture’  and  those  who  are 
more  interested  in  ‘knowing 
what  actually  happened  in 
the  past.' 

He  then  explains,  ‘And 
there  is  indeed  a  very  wide 
swath  of  scholars  -  Catholic, 
Protestant,  Jewish,  agnostic, 
and  others  -  who  have  a  very 
different  view  of  the  accounts 
of  Jesus'  birth  in  the  New 
Testament  and  who  realize 
that  there  are  problems  with 
the  traditional  stories  as 
they  are  recounted  for  us  in 
Matthew  and  Luke,  the  only 
two  Gospels  that  contain 
infancy  narratives.  However 
valuable  these  writings  may 
be  for  theological  reflection 
on  the  meaning  and  impor¬ 
tance  of  Jesus  —  and  why 
should  anyone  deny  that  they 
are  tremendously  valuable 
for  that?  —  they  are  not  the 
sorts  of  historical  sources 
that  we  miaht  hope  for  if  we 
are  seriously  engaged  in  try¬ 
ing  to  reconstruct  the  events 
of  history.” 

In  other  words,  Ehrman 


argues  that  Matthew  and 
Luke  simply  can't  be  trusted 
to  convey  historical  truth.  He 
points  to  what  he  insists  are 
inconsistencies  and  errone¬ 
ous  historical  claims,  argu¬ 
ing  that  though  some  try  to 
explain  these  questions  in  an 
attempt  to  affirm  the  veracity 
of  the  Gospels,  it  is  better  just 
to  abandon  them  altogether 
if  you  are  ‘seriously  engaged 
in  trying  to  reconstruct  the 
events  of  history." 

Just  as  a  practical  matter, 
a  reading  of  Bart  Ehrman 's 
many  books,  along  with 
similar  efforts,  reveals  that 
those  who  claim  to  abandon 
the  New  Testament  in  order  to 
‘reconstruct  the  events  of  his¬ 
tory”  find  themselves  coming 
back  to  the  New  Testament 
again  and  again.  The  reason 
for  this  is  simple  —  there  are 
no  comparable  sources. 

Ehrman  reveals  his  real 
agenda  in  the  sentence  that 
folk  vs  hit  denial  of  the 
historical  truthfulness  of  the 
New  Testament  He  asserts, 
‘For  some  Christian  believers 
that  is  a  problem;  for  others, 
it  is  a  liberation,  as  it  frees 
the  believer  from  having  to 
base  faith  on  the  uncertainties 
provided  by  the  imperfect  his¬ 
torical  record  and  the  fallible 
historians  who  study  it* 

In  Ehrman’s  view,  lib¬ 
eration  comes  in  freeing  the 
believer  from  a  faith  based  in 
the  claims  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  or  in  any  historical 
record,  for  that  matter.  The 
interesting  point  about 
Ehrman's  proposed  path  of 
liberation  for  Christian  believ¬ 
ers  is  the  fact  that  Ehrman  is 
himself  no  longer  a  Believer. 
He  was  once  s  conservative 
evangelical,  but  now  describes 
himself  as  an  agnostic  who 
has  left  the  church. 

Like  many  others,  Ehrman 
tries  to  argue  that  the  New 
Testament  is  still  useful  for 
“theological  reflection  on  the 
meaning  and  importance  of 
Jesus.*  He  asks,  ‘And  why 


OFFICERS 

com.  from  p.  1 

Weldon  Aukm^a  member 
First  Church,  I ndianula 


Gary  Richardson,  pastor 
North  Ch&onJ  Church 
Oxford 


Matt  Buckles, 
First  Church, 


Pi  s?  Church,  Amory 


Clarence  Cooper,  panto, 
Brandon  Church,  Brandon 

BobbyKnk.  member 
Roundaway  Chuch 
DoddsuMe 

Russell  Mat'd,  pasta 
Sturgis  Church,  Sturgis 

Gene  Neel,  pastor 

First  Church,  Quitman 

Shawn  Parker  .pastor 
Fhst  Church,  Columbus 

Jim  Phillips,  pastor 
North  Greenwood  Church 
Greenwood 


Meadowood  ( 

Amory 

Mark  Vincent,  pastor 
Oarke  Venable  Church 


Rex  Yancey,  pastor 
Pint  Church,  Ripley 

Ex  Officio 

David  Hamilton,  pastor 
West  Heights  Outrch 


(MBC  President) 

Jim  Futral 
Executive  Director 
MBCB,  Jackson 


should  anyone  deny  fast  they 
are  tremendously  valuable 
for  that?" 

The  New  Testament  does 
not  present  itself  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  theological  re¬ 
flection.  It  makes  unvarnished 
historical  c!  urns  and  direct 
statements  of  fact  Ehrman 
attempt*  to  sideswipe  this 
truth,  stating  that  the  New 
lament  contains  waitings 
identified  as  ‘goapelz’  rather 
than  ‘histories,’  but  the  word 
•history*  in  that  sense  is  a 
fairly  modern  invention. 

The  Gospels  do  contain 
interpretation  and  theologi¬ 
cal  elaboration,  but  all  four 
Gospels,  including  Matthew 
and  Luke,  contain  explicit  and 
pervasive  historical  irate- 
rial  —  the  bedrock  hi:  ‘orienl 
claims  of  Christianity  itself. 

Christianity  stands  fails 
on  the  truth  concerning  Jesus, 
and  thus  it  also  stands  oi  farv 
on  the  authority  and  ti  uthfui- 
ness  of  the  Bible.  What  you 
believe  about  historical  truth 
defines  what  you  believe  about 
Jesus  Christ.  Without  the 
revealed  truths  of  the  New 
Testament,  there  is  no  Chris¬ 
tianity,  just  superstitions  and 
fantasies  about  Jesus. 

Interestingly,  Bart  Eh¬ 
rman  does  believe  that  Jesus 
existed.  In  a  recent  book  he 
debunks  those  v  ho  dismiss  all 
claims  about  Christ  as  mere 
myth.  He  believes  Jesus  to 
have  been  a  Jewish  apoca¬ 
lyptic  prophet,  but  not  God 
incarnate  in  htunnn  flea h 

The  cover  article  in  the 
magazine,  timed  for  maximum 
publicity  at  Christmas,  was 
a  premeditated  act.  Secur¬ 
ing  Bart  Ehrman  to  write  the 
essay  set  the  course,  and  the 
cover  art  is  intended  to  sell 
the  magazine. 

In  the  waning  days  of  News- 


Ule,  AU.,  ana  former  eauor  wemue,  mmiunwue, 
rjiie  Christian  Index,  week-  and  appears  here  courtesy  of 
f  the  Geor-  Baptist  Press. 


T3  ± "B  -L*  iOCx i?  H  v  T? 


LNC  FTBOO  PVLNCTCLN,  LNC  ESUPCT 


EBACLH;  DKL  LNC  PUTA  UE  UKT  FUA 


ONBSS  OLBRA  EUT  CJCT. 


VOBVBN  EUTLM:  CVNL 

Clue:  F-G 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 


^Ihe 


Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Nbie:  Five 

By  Charles  Han.  1932-200*.©  200$ 


MSL4  udio  llc 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

info4iimsaudiollc.com 


PO.  Box  1575 
Clinical  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-99*7 
Fax  601-924-2880 


editors  decided  to  take  on  the 
New  Testament.  Readers  roouki 
note  carefully  that  it  is  News¬ 
week,  and  not  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  that  is  going  out  trf  print 


CD  or  IRA 

Maturing? 


7.00% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


L.D.  O’ Mire 


From  14  States  Aoe  40  and  Up 


•  Biblical  creation  tours  at 

Grand  Staircase.  Yellowstone, 
Alaska  and  Canadian  Rockies, 
or  Pacific  Northwest 

•  Christian  heritage  tours 

1  of  Washington  D.C.  or 

|  New  Knglsmi 

•  Atlantic  Canada 

•  Mary  more  afl  expenses 
kr  sided  tours 

•  ‘Friendliest  treveien  ever” 

from  1*  states 

•  Luxury  roach  with  extra  leg 

room  and  wireless  sound  system 

(*\t  \  (>.<>»  > 

j  _ .•»  1  v 

ok  \iw  o|> |'j  (Mm,,, 

l  \\  ill  (  i|  ii)i 

2  1  Iff  »\l  IO  \ ,  \l .  !*.>!. 

MS  V 

11  KM  Ml  s,  1  \l 

200  Si  si*. 

1  1  >  1  S2,-,  IT 

Purpose  Driven  Tours 
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39060-0027 
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•  Naab 

Fellowship  BC, 
SuHtvilk 
Wn  Hciwj  Nichols 

Hr.  ft  Mrs.  Harry  K. 

1st-  -  A- 

wooof 
Mrs  Irene  O’Brien 

Max  h  Dunreath 
Holieyman 
C  Pogue 

Green  Bros  Gravel 
Co. 

Mr  ft  Mis  Heyward 
C  Green 
Jo  Ann  Newman 
Freddie  Newman 
Family 

Randy  Newman 
Family 

Kay  Poole  Jr.,  Stale 
Farm 

Hi  Glade  Farm 

supply 


Melvin  Robertson 

James  ft  Pr*® 
Palmer 

Oscar  Rushing 

Jerry  ft  Janie  Siaco 
Mrs  Joyce  Thompson  Shelton 
Spring  Hill  BC 
Joe  Shepard 

June  D  Shepard 
Mrs  Quinnie  Sinclair 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Leater 
Haddox  ’ 

Milton  Siah 

Shelia  Huffman 
Violet  Smith 

John  Dell  Hucabee 
Bettie  Gail  Meek 
Nancy  Shows 
Father  Sprar* 

Rose  Arong 
Nancv  Spitrer 

Carol  ft  Bill  Harris 
Alice  Faye  Stepp 


Students  from  the  Puckett  Attendance  Center  BETA  Club  and  Student  Council  collected  $375  for  the  India 
Nunnery  Campus  in  Star,  MS  and  presented  the  check  to  Mrs.  Kimberly  Reed,  Campus  Director.  We  so 
appreciate  these  young  leaders  for  the  support  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 


illoga  View  <s  r.yiocau*d 
it  of  Gifts  6f  Honor  and 


Sunday  School 


December  23,  20 


Seeking  the  Savior  •  Matthew  2:1-15 


As  we  approach  the  celebration 
of  the  m.racle  birth  of  our  Savior, 
it  would  seem  that  moving  to'  a  pas¬ 
sage  in  the  booh  of  Matthew  is  a  far 
cry  from  the  book  of  Hosea.  I  remind 
you  that  when  you  take  into  account 
the  redemptive  purpose  of  God,  all 
scripture  is  linked  together  by  that 
common  thread.  No  matter  where  you 
read  in  scripture,  you  will  find  God’s 
plan  being  carried  out  by  Him.  Our 
passage  today  is  no  different.  Here  we 
find  three  Wise  Men,  living  in  a  hr 

Christ*1***’  *howing  up  ** the  birth  of 


ofriT/jili1-  ‘*2’  ,ICing  tnly  F,ther  We  must  understand  that 

oil  6  Jcw- !i  a  tyroed  Jeru-  because  we  have  a  relationship  with 

J? P®1  je  down;  Herod  frantically  Jesus,  we  must  come  to  Him  as  the 
cafladhls  advisors  together  and  began  Wise  Men  did.  humbly,  honestly,  and 
looking  for  answers.  We  are  all  seek-  worshipfully. 
mg  answers  to  life's  Questions.  Men 


ing  answers  to  life’s  questions.  Men 
and  women  alike  are  searching  for 
fulfillment  for  their  lives.  These  Wise 
Men  are  seeking  their  answers  in  the 
right  place. 


How  Will  Yo«i  Respond? 
(Matt.  2:9-12) 


need?  How  do  we  respond  to  the  un 
precedented  love  shown  to  us  throu 
the  birth  of  this  little  baby  in 
hem?  There  is  only  one  response,  and 
that  response  is  worship,  adoration, 
praise,  service,  and  obedience  to  our 
Savior! 


What  Is  Your  Motive? 
(Matt.  2:3-8) 


The  stoiy  of  the  Wise  Men  is  based, 
!  most  of  life  is,  on  resDondine  to 


as  most  of  life  is,  on  responding  to 
questions  and  situations  that  arise  in 
life.  The  Wise  Men  responded  to  see- 
_  ing  the 

.  ;7”  iM 

lore  the  Bible  chh  uT. 

HueyDedmoJ^  jj|  biough^o 
on  their 

, .  ,  knees  and 

worshipped  Him.  Herod  responded  by 
seeking  ways  to  destroy  the  newborn 
King  of  the  Jews.  How  do  we  respond 
to  our  Savior  and  His  redemptive  pur¬ 
pose  in  the  world?  Do  we  fall  on  our 
knees  and  worship  Him?  Do  we  bring 
gifts  like  our  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  and  our  regular  attendance  in 


What  Are  You  Looking  For? 
(Matt.  2:1-2) 


|H  mm 


As  we  read  our  passage  today  we 
have  to  ask  the  questions,  "Why  and 
how  did  these  Wise  Men  come  in 


-  - - - - ~  u— VMW..O,  nut  OlIU 

how  did  these  Wise  Men  come  in 
search  of  the  newborn  King  of  the 
Jews?"  It  is  likely  that  these  men  were 
from  a  pagan  background  but  through 
their  studies  they  had  come  across 


their  studies  they  had  come  across 
some  of  the  messianic  prophecies  that 
told  of  the  birth  of  a  King.  They  could 
have  been  astronomers  who  searched 
the  skies  for  signs,  but  whatever  the 
reason,  here  they  are,  looking  for  the 
King  of  the  Jews  and  they  have  a  de¬ 
sire  to  worship  Him.  Arriving  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  makes  perfect  sense  because  if 
a  king  were  Dorn  you  would  assume 
he  would  be  bom  in  the  palace  in  the 
capital  city.  The  question  they  asked. 


The  lat¬ 
ter  part  of 
verse  two 
tells  us 
that  the 
Wise  Men 
were  seek¬ 
ing  the 
newborn 
King  to 
worship 

Him.  Herod’s  motive  was  altogether 
different.  He  saw  this  new  King  as  a 
fhreat  to  him  and  his  own  position  in 
life.  As  we  read  further  we  discover 
that  Herod  asks  the  wise  men  to  re¬ 
port  to  him  the  exact  location  of  this 
King  so  that  he  too  may  go  worship 
■'Him.  Herod's  motive  was  not  to  wor¬ 
ship;  his  motive  was  deception  and 
dishonesty.  Motives  are  very  impor¬ 
tant  in  air  our  relationships  and  espe¬ 
cially  in  our  relationship  to  our  Heav- 


Explore  the 

with  Huey  Dedn 


Who  Is  This  Christmas  Child? 
(Matt.  2:13-15) 


As  I  stated  earlier  I  believe  all 
scripture  is  woven  together  by  God's 
redemptive  purpose  through  His  Son, 
Jesus  Christ.  The  Christmas  child  the 
Wise  Men  have  come  to  see  and  wor¬ 
ship  is  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  the  Old  Testament  and  He  is 
the  embodiment  of  the  promise  and 
hope  revealed  in  the  New  Testament. 
The  angel  of  God  instructed  Joseph 
to  take  his  family  to  Egypt  to  escape 
Herod.  This  was  one  of  many  proph¬ 
ecies  fulfilled  through  the  birth  of 
Christ.  In  Hosea  11:1  we  see  that  God 
would  call  His  Son  from  Egypt.  The 
virgin  birth  is  another  example  of  ful¬ 
filled  prophecy.  Who  is  this  Christmas 
child?  He  is  the  Alpha  and  Omega, 
the  beginning  and  the  end.  He  is  ev¬ 
erything  and  we  have  every  reason  to 
celebrate  His  birth! 


our  arms  to  the  needy  around  us?  Did 
we  take  time  to  fill  a  shoe  box,  adopt 
an  angel  tree  child,  or  help  a  family  in 


Oedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for 
Education/Outreach  at  Brandon 
Church,  Brandor.  . 


Jesus  Our  Immanuel  •  Isaiah  9:6-7;  Matthew  1:18-25 


^ God  is  good.  Let  us 
thank  Him  for... EVERYTHING!  Our 
studies  for  the  past  three  Sundays 
have  presented  Vahweh  as  our  God, 
our  Father  and  our  Righteousness.  As 
God,  He  is  our  Creator  and  Sustained 
As  Father,  He  is  our  Nurturer  and 
Protector.  As  Righteousness,  He  is 
our  Forgiveness  and  Salvation.  Yah- 
weh  is  all  we  need.  I  pray  I  will  NEV¬ 
ER  get  over  the  fact  that  God  loved  me 
enough  to  plan  all  along  to  create  me, 
to  sustain  me  and  to  sacrifice  Himself 
for  my  sins  by  the  shed  blood  of  His 
Only  Begotten  Son. 

Tnat  crimson  arrow  of  Messianic 
prophecy  which  flies  skillfully  and  ac- 

XI  ■  tL. _ L  .1  _  . 


the  front  door  means  "with"  while  “el" 
at  the  back  door  means  "Elohira,"  our 
Creator  in  Genesis.  The  middle  part 
pf  the  name  is  "manu*  which  being  in- 
terpreted  is... man  you  better  beReve 
this:  God  came  for  you!  Please  trust 
my  low-tech  ‘transpolation"  of  one 
the  most 
near  and 
tender  of 


•  - - -  wwtmuilj  21IU  at’ 

curatelv  through  the  sacred  pages  of 
the  Old  Testament  finds  the  center  of 


Brown 
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™  target  in  a  manger  in  Bethlehem  of 
•***•  The  events  surrounding  the 
birth  of  Jesus  are  recorded  in  the  gos¬ 
pels  of  Matthew  and  Luke.  There  are 
just  ■  tew  more  'stopping  days*  until 
we  celebrate  Christmas  2012.  Please 
make  the  time  with  your  family  to 
read  Matthew  one  and  two  and  Luke 
one  and  two  during  these  holy-days. 

God  loves  us  SO  much.  Jesus  is  the 
living  proof.  His  name  is  Immanuel 
(Emmanuel).  However  they  choose 
to  spell  it.  His  name  means  God  with 
us.  The  definition  of  this  name  can  be 
broken  down  into  three  parts.  "Im"  at 


ior.  God 
came  to 
us. 

Seven 
hundred 
years  be¬ 
fore  the 
birth  of 

Jesus,  Isaiah  7: 14  recorded  for  us  the 
prophecy  that  a  virgin  will  conceive 
and  bear  a  son  and  she  will  call  His 
name  Immanuel.  In  Isaiah  9:1-7  we 
find  another  huge  set  of  clues  to  the 
joyful  stoiy  of  the  coming  of  Christ.  I 
translate  these  verses  this  way:  Things 
are  tough  all  over.  One  day  in  the  area 
of  Galilee  (tribes  of  Zebulun  and  Naph- 
tali  surround  the  Sea  of  Galilee  where 
Naxareth  is  located),  the  Light  of  all 
life  will  appear  on  the  scene.  Gladness 
and  joy  will  be  available  to  all  the  bur¬ 
dened  ones.  A  boy  child  will  be  born 


'toward’  thepeople.  We  will  be  gifted 
with  a  aon.  He  will  be  the  true  ruler  of 
all.  His  name  shall  be  proclaimed  in 
several  amazing  ways  which  will  bless 
,who  Relieve-  This  miracle 
cnild  will  be  too  wonderful  for  words. 
He  will  be  our  counselor.  The  doctor 
for  all  our 

— -  maladies  is 

available. 
He  will  see 
you  now 


for  Life 


without  an 
appoint¬ 
ment.  One 
call,  that's 
all!  He  is 
God,  the 
Mighty 
One,  our 

eternal  hero.  He  will  be  our  forever 
F\,h«r  .  He  feign  as  the 
Prince  of  Shalom,  perfect  peace  and 
complete  wholeness.  This  6ne  comes 
with  a  full  guarantee  of  authenticity. 
Yahweh,  the  Lord  of  Hosts  will  see 
that  these  things  happen  in  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  Hu  Word. 

Matthew  chapter  one  records  for 
us  the  angel's  announcement  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  to  Joseph  in  a  dream. 
Matthew  quotes  the  Isaiah  9  passage 
to  Joseph  as  proof  that  Mary  s  baby 
would  indeed  be  the  promised  Mes¬ 


siah.  The  name  Jesus  means  salva¬ 
tion.  This  salvation  was  accomplished 
through  the  birth  of  Mary’s  baby. 
God  said  He  would  come.  He  came. 
God  delivers.  God  delivered  Himself 
through  the  womb  of  a  woman  who 
surrendered  herself  as  bondservant, 
the  hand  maiden  of  the  Lord,  the 
mother  of  Jesus. 

Small  wonder  that  Isaiah  would 
he  chosen  by  God  to  provide  us  with 
these  specific  details.  The  name  Isa¬ 
iah  means  Yahweh  is  salvation  I 
was  not  surprised  to  learn  that  God 
has  preserved  a  complete  copy  of  all 
sixty-six  chapters  of  the  manuscript 

,Muh,  >  “w  these  scrolls  in  the 
Shrine  of  the  Book  in  Jerusalem  with 
P*y  ?v71  eyes.  When  Jesus  preached 
in  His  home  town  of  Nazareth,  he  read 
from  the  scroll  of  Isaiah.  When  Jesus 
claimed  to  be  the  fulfillment  of  the 
very  passage  He  read  in  Luke  4,  his 
own  home  town  folks  wanted  to  throw 
f,i15n  °ft  olje  of  those  steep  Nazareth 
hills.  The  book  of  Isaiah  is  quoted  22 
times  in  the  New  Testament.  Are  1  ou 
listening? 

Feel  His  breath.  Hear  His  heart¬ 
beat.  Rest  in  His  arms.  Jesus  came 
for  you! 


irouin  is  the  staff  evangelist  a 
First  Church,  Richland. 
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Remembering  Compassion  •  Hosea  1 1:1-1 1 


The  beginning  of  a  new  year  ia  upon 
■Hand  moat  people  usually  take  a  mo¬ 
ment  to  reflect  on  the  events  of  their 
lives  over  the  past  year.  Many  times 
we  make  resolutions  to  lose  weight, 
exercise  more,  see  family  more,  etc. 
Often  we  are  left  with  questions  yet  to 
be  answered.  For  many  adults,  there 
is  a  reservoir  of  guih  built  up  because 
of  life’s  failures.  Much  of  it  has  to  do 
with  riving  or  receiving  forgiveness 
to  and  from  people  in  our  lives.  Other 
times  it  is  guilt  over  sinful  behavior. 
Our  passage  today  reminds  us  that 
our  God  ia  a  compassionate  God,  and 
is  waiting  to  pour  out  His  forgiveness 
on  us. 

Compassion  Though 

Unrecognised  (Hosea  11:1-4) 

As  we  look  at  verse  1  of  chapter  11 
we  need  to  be  reminded  that  it  has  a 
two  fold  meaning.  It  looks  backward  to 
the  Israelite’s  exodus  from  Egypt  and 
forward  to  Joseph  moving  his  family 
to  Egypt  to  escape  Herod.  The  main 
focus  of  the  verse  lies  in  the  phrase; 
Tue  more  they  called  them,  the  more 
they  departed  from  me.*  (HCSB)  Ho¬ 
sea  goes  on  in  verse  2  and  following  to 
describe  the  many  ways  God  had  acted 
compassionately  toward  His  children. 
It  seemed  the  more  He  sought  them, 
the  more  they  ran  from  Him.  Hosea 
was  trying  to  get  the  people  to  take  an 


honest  and  open  review  of  their  lives. 
In  the  same  manner  when  we  do  this 
we  will  be  able  to  see  the  many  ways  in 
which  God  has  acted  compassionately 
toward  us,  even  though  we  did  not  tee 
it  at  that  time. 

Compassion  Amid  Judgment 
(Hosea  11:5-7) 

ro,  Hosea  draws  our  attention 
fact  that  though  the  children 
of  Israel 

would  not  _ 

return  to 

the  kind  ifPBA 
of  domi- 

Qfl  Exf 

dured  at  wlth 

the  hands 
of  Pha- 

raoh  in  *  iH 

Egypt , 

they  would  face  defeat  and  serve  the 
ring  of  Assyria.  They  would  be  pun¬ 
ished  for  their  unfaithfulness,  yet 
even  in  that  punishment  we  see  the 
compassion  God  has  for  His  people. 
He  is  angry  with  them  but  He  also 
loves  them.  God’s  disciplinary  actions 
toward  us  are  always  a  part  of  His  re¬ 
demptive  purpose  for  us.  He  wants 
what  is  best  for  us,  and  sometimes  it 
takes  discipline  to  help  us  see  what  ia 


1 11:8-9) 


you  cannot  help  but  sense  the  deep 
emotion  expressed  by  God  through 
Hosea.  By  the  use  of  the  names  Admah 
and  Zeboiim,  he  reminds  us  that  in¬ 
deed  God  punishes  His  faithless  peo¬ 
ple,  but  not  to  the  r  _at  they  deserve. 
God  has  a  deep  lov _  for  His  people  that 
is  just  as  much  a  part  of  His  divine  na¬ 
ture  as  is 
His  nature 

sinfulness 

'lor®  ®  as  punish- 

H‘iry  Dedmo*  ment  was 

H  far  worse 
than  what 
they  re- 
c  e  i  v  e  d  . 

God  had  promised  to  deal  compas¬ 
sionately  with  Hia  children  and  to  not 
allow  them  to  be  completely  destroyed. 
As  sinners  we  need  to  be  thankful  that 
we  do  not  get  what  we  deserve.  Instead 
we  get  His  divine  compassion. 

Compassion  With  Purpose 
(Hoses  11:10-11) 

In  these  verses  we  catch  a  vision  of 

the  result*  God  is  looking  for  ia  deal¬ 


Explore 

with  Huey 


ing  with  His  people  compassionately. 
His  vision  for  His  people  is  to  see  them 
not  only  return  to  the  physical  laid  He 
has  given  them  but  for  them  to  return 
to  Him  spiritually.  Because  of  their  ex¬ 
periences  in  exile.  His  people  would 
return  to  Him  'trembling  from  the 
west.*  (vio  HCSB)  He  would  then  'set¬ 
tle  them  in  their  homes.*  (vli  HCSB) 
I  believe  that  much  like  today,  when  a 
person  comes  to  know  Christ  as  Sav¬ 
ior,  they  tremble  with  excitement  and 
awe.  God's  people  should  tremble  with 
excitement  that  their  God  loves  them 
and  deals  with  their  waywardness 
through  His  compassion  for  them.  The 
phrase,  'settle  them  in  their  homes,* 
carries  the  idea  of  being  secure.  No 
matter  what  happens  in  our  lives  we 
feel  most  secure  in  our  own  homes. 
God  is  telling  them  and  us  that  our 
home  is  in  Him  and  that  is  where  our 
real  security  lies.  God's  compassion 
toward  us  has  a  purpose  and  that  pur¬ 
pose  is  the  redemption  of  His  people. 

As  the  new  year  begin*  let  us  re¬ 
member  that  we  need  to  be  thankful 
that  we  have  a  God  who  has  an  en¬ 
during  compassion  for  us.  *But  God 
proves  His  own  love  for  us  in  that 
while  we  were  still  sinners  Christ  died 
for  us!*  (Romans  5:8  HCSB) 

Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for 
Education/ Outreach  at  Brandon 
Church. Brandon.  .  .  ... 


Jesus  Our  Shepherd  •  John  10:7-18 


With  great  comfort  and  joy,  I  am 
“Ppy  to  report  that  our  Newborn 
Manger  Guest  also  came  to  walk  with 
us  and  lead  us  as  our  Journey  Guide 
and  Companion  on  thia  daily  abun¬ 
dant  life  eternal  quest.  The  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  platform  of  Yahweh  our  God, 
ottt  Father  and  our  Righteousness  pro- 
rides  the  perfect  stage  for  the  coming 
of  Jesus  our  Emmanuel  and  Jesus  our 
Shepherd  in  the  New  Testament.  Are 
F°u  Setting  the  big  picture? 

It:  fulfillment  of  al]  prophecy,  Je¬ 
sus  was  bom  to  live  a  sinless  life,  die  a 
substitutior  ary  death,  then  rise  again 
to  prove  Hmself  as  victorious  over 
both  sin  and  death.  God  came  TO 
u*  and  FOR  ua!  The  Great  Shepherd 
perfect,  spotless  Lamb  as  He 
died  in  our  place  FOR  us.  Today,  He 
reigns  triumphantly  as  the  Chief  Shep¬ 
herd  OVER  us.  In  John  10:7-18,  Jesus 
gave  us  a  very  simple  example.  He  de¬ 
scribed  Himself  aa  the  Good  Shepherd 
Who  dwells  WITH  us.  Look  for  your¬ 
self  and  notice  that  our  whole  scrip- 
totj^assage  for  thia  lesson  is  written 

I  hope  that  you  will  recall  that  a 
m*Jor  Part  of  the  meaning  of  the  great 
name  *Yahweh*  included  the  phrase  *1 
Throughout  John’s  gospel,  Jesus 
rightfully  claims  that  same  name  as 
His  own.  I  Am  the  Bread  of  Life.  I  Am 


the  Light  of  the  World.  I  Am  the  Ret>- 
urrection  and  the  Life.  I  Am  the  Way, 


urrection  and  the  Life.  I  Am  the  Way, 
the  Truth  and  the  Life.  I  Am  the  True 
Vine.  We  explore  this  week  two  other 
of  the  "I  Am  sayings  of  Jesus:  I  Am 
the  Door  and  I  Am  the  Good  Shepherd. 

The  life  of  a  shepherd  and  his  sheep 
would 
have  been 

ve7  f»-  Sm 

miliar  to 
contempo¬ 
raries  of 
Tesus.  In 
I  act,  that 
lifestyle 
originated 
with  Abel,  I 
•he  sec¬ 
ond-born 

son  of  Adam  and  Eve.  Genesis  tells  us 
that  Abel  was  a  keeper  of  flocks.  His 
elder  brother,  Cain,  murdered  Abel. 
There  is  a  very  clear  'Christ  picture* 
in  the  life  and  death  of  Abel.  The  first 
person  to  experience  death  in  scrip¬ 
ture  was  a  shepherd.  Jesus  was  not 
murdered  or  martyred.  Our  Good 
Shepherd  willingly  laid  down  His  life 
for  His  sheep. 

Sheepfolos  were  usually  stacked 
stone  corrals  with  no  gate.  The  abep- 
herd  would  lie  down  in  the  opening  to 
rest,  protecting  the  sheep  until  morn- 


1m  the  Ret>-  ing  with  his  own  body.  He  would  guard 
m  the  Way,  against  enemies  that  might  enter  the 
im  the  True  sneepfold  or  sheep  that  might  attempt 
k  two  other  to  wander  out  on  their  own  during  the 
esus:  I  Am  night  A  classic  book  must  be  recom- 
i  Shepherd  mended  here  for  further  study:  *A 
id  his  sheep  Shepherd  Looks  at  Psalm  23*  by  Phil¬ 
lip  Keller. 
—  AM  you 
ever  want- 

_  ed  to  know 

• about 

,M  Ll,e  KM 

Becky  Brvwn  herds  can 

be  found 
here,  writ- 
»v"'«  I  ten  from 
a  biblical 


perspec¬ 
tive.  Jesus  is  the  door.  He  is  the  way 
INTO  the  fold  through  salvation  and 
the  protection  INSIDE  the  fold  from 
all  enemies. 

Then.  Jesus  is  the  good  shepherd 
of  the  sheep.  He  is  not  a  hired  man 
working  for  someone  else  He  owns 
the  sheep.  He  is  a  tender  shepherd 
who  loves  His  sheep  and  cares  for  each 
of  them.  He  knows  them  and  they 
know  Him.  There  share  a  relationship 
of  strong  protection  and  daily  provi¬ 
sion.  They  are  so  closely  connected 
that  they  move  out  confidently  with 


a  word  or  a  sound  or  a  call  from  the 
voice  of  their  master.  He  goes  before 
the  sheep  and  they  follow  in  a  connec¬ 
tion  of  trust.  He  knows  them  by  name. 

During  His  earthly  ministry,  Jesus 
declared  His  eternality  by  stating,  "Be¬ 
fore  Abraham  was,  I  Am'  (John  5:8). 
In  tbe  Garden  of  Gethsemane  at  the 
time  of  His  arrest,  the  soldiers  and 
chief  priests  and  Pharisees  said  they 
were  looking  for  Jesus  of  Naaareth. 
Jesus  answered:  *1  Am*  (John  18:6). 
Before  the  Kangaroo  Council  of  Jew¬ 
ish  elders,  Jesus  was  asked  'Are  you 
the  Son  of  God,  then?'  Jesus  replied. 
*1  Am*  (Luke  22:70).  To  the  woman  at 
the  well  who  was  looking  for  tbe  Mes¬ 
siah,  Jesus  proclaimed,  *1  Am’  the 
One  you  seek  (John  4:26). 

We  have  now  come  full  circle  from 
Our  God,  Our  Father,  Our  Righteous¬ 
ness  to  Our  Immanuel,  Our  Shepherd 
I  love  to  quote  Vance  Havner.  *When 
God  says,  'I  Am!'  we  respond  in  faith, 
*You  Are!'  while  declaring  to  a  lost 
world, 'HE  IS!  Follow  Him!* 

In  Revelation  one  and  twenty-two, 
Jesus  assures  John  this  way.  ‘I  Am 
tbe  Alpha  and  the  Omega,  Who  ia,  Who 
was,  Who  is  to  come,  the  Almighty... I 
Am  coming  quickly.* 

Brown  is  the  stuff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Richland. 
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VANCLEVE.  licensed 
Andrew  8.  Robert*  to 
the  gospel  ministry 
Nov.  26.  Shown  ere 
Meric  Robert*,  Temmy 
Roberts,  Roberts,  end 
pastor  Don  Boone  Sr. 
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The  Friends  and 
Outreach  Groups 

Of  INGOMAR 
CHURCH, 


COUNTY,  hosted 
students  from 
hhi'v  Haven  ..  . 
Center  for  Special 
Needs  Adults  of 
New  Albany  for 
the  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  program 
and  meal  in  the 
Family  Life  Center 
of  the  church  on 
December  4. 
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CHURCH. 
MAHW*1 1 
ASSO¬ 
CIATION. 

ordained 
Robert 'Bob¬ 
by'  Barry 
as  deacon. 
Shown  are 
Barry,  left, 
and  paetor 
Rusty  Fair. 
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Ted  Darby  as  deacon 
Dec.  2.  Shown  are  Darby 
and  his  wife  Renee. 
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CEDAR 

QROVE 

CHURCH 


was  recog¬ 
nized  for  200 
years  of  ser¬ 
vice  Shown 
are  Courtney 
Seivy,  former 
pastor  and 
director  of  His¬ 
torical  Com¬ 
mittee  with 
pastor  Todd 
Sumrall. 
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CARROLLTON  CHURCH.  CARROLLTON,  recognized  Em 
Wells  'Pete'  Moor*  for  60  years  service  as  deeoon.  Pictured, 
clodrwise  from  top  row,  left,  era  Moore,  Jim  Pilgreen,  Pastor 
Fletcher  Moorman,  and  Moorels  wife,  Mary. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  ROQUE  CHfTTO,  celebrated  Family  Christmas  at  Calvary.  Each 
church  family  placed  their  special  ornament  on  the  Christmas  tree.  The  event  featured  special 
music,  an  emphasis  on  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  offering,  and  a  reading  of  the  Christmss 
story.  Hal  Hatten.  pastor. 


